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nOxnURY, JuLY 4» 1800. 


Arx a meeting of the citizens of Roxbury, Voted, That 
Nznznran Monzon, Dr. Joni BazTLert, and Willa 
H. Sumnzz be a Committee to wait on Mr, LUTHER 


RICHARDSON, return him thanks for the eloquent and 


Judicious Oration delivered this . and requeſt a copy wr 
the e 


ROXUURY, July 45 1800 


SOLICITING the "Track candor on mak which 
was ſhewn at the delivery of the Oration, OST WAGE 


fidence ſubmit * to your diſpoſal. 
| LUTHER. RICHARDSON, 
uf, Noos Baxrrrr, & sann. es 


; "I 


ORATION.. 


CITIZENS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN | 


A NEW era in the annals of time has com- 
menced ; tyranny has yielded the ſceptre to patri- 
otiſm; liberty, guided by reaſon, has began her 
bright career. Science has erected her temple on 
the grave of ſuperſtition ; humanity has extracted 
the rancour from the boſom of war, and wrench- 
ed the ſword of deſtruction from the arm of vic- 
tory 3 ; commerce has ſubjected the ocean to the 


empire of man; and a new world beyond the lime 
its of the old bas ariſen into view. 


ws are aſſembled, not to pay the ſervile hom- 
age of adulation for the birth of kings and def. 
Pots; not to pour forth the ſhouts of fanaticiſm 
for the triumphs of anarchy; nor to ſwell the 
guilty acclamations of a phrentic-uſurper—No, a 


more exalted theme inſpires our minds. We ce- 
lebrate that day, which freed a nation from ty- 


ranny, which gave a new empire to the world. 
A on which declared the Gigpity © of human na- 


* 


rch 
tions 


6 


ture, and the eternal righny of man; 2 ar. r | 


ble to tyrants, but dear to freemen, | 


WHAT day can better unite all hearts 3 mat 


_ ſentiments are more worthy to employ all minds? 
| Riſe then, Soldiers, Citizens, Stateſmen! approach 


the altar of your independence, and recount the 
bleſſings of your.axduqus toils. Lead forth your 
tender offspring, and teach their youthful minds, 
to expand with ſacred love of country. Let pleaſ- 
ure blow the trump ofjoy ; let ſhouts of patriots 


im burſt from every tongue; and n of exul · 


tation riſe from every breaſt, | 


' Tae American „ will forever ſtand, 


a grand epoch, in the political world. The facul- 


ties of human nature, and the rights of man were 
never till then thoroughly inveſtigated, The art 
of legiſlation was brought back to reaſon, govern- 
ment was {tripped of its myſtery, and expoſed to 
the eye of public ſcrutiny ; and “ it was found 


that for a nation to become e it is ſufficient 


that ſhe Wan "a 


HERE was NO men of anarthy, to ſpread 


the peſtilence of civil war, to rule i in ſolitude over 
the graves of his countrymen; no phrenzied par- 


ricide, to bear in triumph the head of his father, 
ſtreaming with blood from a guillotine, to teſtify 
his patriotiſm. Ambition never ſoared. on the 
crimſon wings of victory, to waft herſelf to em - 
pire. We boaſt no cities laid in ruins, to com- 


memorate the downfall of government and relig- 


on; no provinces deſolated, to mark the flaming 
path of Equality; no rivers choaked with the pu- 

trid carcaſes of murdered citizens. No, far dif- 
_ ferent triumphs are ours. Calm reflection here 
performed the miracles of inſpiration, and delibe- 


rate valor acquired the achievements of Gods. 
An empire happy, a mighty nation freed from ty- 


ranny. _Theſe-are the glorious monuments of our 


revolution; theſe are the immortal trophies: of 


which we boaſt. 


OUR hers, ee hc hunted Gn their 
native land, committed themſelves to the boſom 
of the deep, chooſing to aſſociate with the mon- 


| ers of the ocean, and to wander at large amid 


ſtorms and tempeſts; rather than ſacrifice their 


religion and liberties to the inquiſition of an in- 
exorable tyrant. Guided by heaven to theſe 


ſolitary , ſhoxes, nature received them with 
open arms, and joyfully preſſed them to her 'rug- 


ged breaſt, By their toils and perſeverance, by 
that virtue derived from pure religion, and that 
- induſtry inſpired by liberty, they rapidly increaſ- 


ed to a degree of population and opulence, which 


commanded national reſpectability. With minds 

ſuperior to revenge the ingratitude of the mother 

country, they ſtill fondly hailed her by the en- 
dearing name of parent. Every tongue was loud 

in her praiſe, and every heart rejoiced to = * 
commands of her patriot kings. 


BY the fovercign aid of * colonies Grear 


Arch 
Cations 
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Britain was exalted to a height of power, which 


threatened the liberties of mankind: Vi 
every where crowned her arms by land, and her 


navy rode triumphant over the ſeas, Europe 
_ © trembled at the omnipotence ofſher fway ; Afri- 
cn groangf under her mercenaty iniquity ; Aſia 


wore the chains of her monopoliazing avarice; 
and the whole world was too narrow 1 80 — 
ane of her ambition. | | 


BUT the wealth of nations was * to 
ſupport the pomp and pageantry of a profligate 
court, and the cravings of miniſterial rapacity. 
Jealous of a riſing power, which he foreboded 


would ſoon ſet him at defiance, and adopting the 


AArrOwW olſey: of his traitorous counſellors, the 
king of Britain attempted to gratify the avarice 
of his favorites by oppreflive extortions from his 


colonies. The perfidious deſign was concealed 


with all the art of -hypocrify and impoſture. The 
powers of flattery and promiſes, of bribery“ and 


ſeduction, were in vain exhauſted, to enſure its 


ſucceſs. Our rulers were too virtuous to barter 


their rights for gold; too wiſe to be duped by 


the inſidious profelions of a treacherous cabinet; 


and too reſolute to be plundered by royal rob- 
bers. They reaſoned, petitioned, remonſtrated. 


* JOSEPH REED. 2 member of Congreſs was affered a bribe of 
L ro, ooo, and any office in the colonies he might chooſe, by Gov. Jonx- 
$TONE, to which he replied, I am not worth purchaſing; but ſuch as 1 
am the King of Great Britain is not rieh enough to do it. o the 
of our revolution, there was but one ſolitary inſtance of deſection but 
ac Tag to e out oountry. : 


= 


1 
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It was not the value of the demand, it was the 
right, which they conteſted. The commands of 
miniſters. became at length open and peremptory. 
Unconditional ſubmiſſion, or chaſtiſement, was 
their infulting language. But America rquſed 
with juſt indignation ;. her flinty brow ſparkled 
at the ſtrokes of oppreſſion, and kindled a holy 
flame of patriotiſm, which the engines of kings, 
and the {laves of tyrants, could never extinguith, 


xvRoÞs beheld with aſtoniſhment an infant 
nation, unſkilled in the deteſtable art of human 
ſlaughter, without the means of war or foreign 
aid, riſe in defiance to the power of Britain. The 
forces of a mighty empire were called forth, to 
cruſh, ànd chain us. The fiery meteors of royel 
vengeance ſtreamed through our atmoſphere ; the 
clouds of war gathered blackneſs, the tempeſt of 

battle burſt over our heads—But America ſtood 
firm and undaunted, like the mighty Andes, 
whoſe towering tops riſe in calm ſublimity, mock- 
ing the fury of the angry elements. 


$ay, ye hoary freemen, wha are yet alive, 
what enrapturing love of poſterity, what migh- 
ty fortitude, what divine enthuſiaſm, inſpired 
your patriot fouls, to appeal to heaven for the 
juſtice of your cauſe; to challenge the world in 
arms; and to ſwear with one voice, to die 
* freemen rather than to live ſlaves.“ 
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WHERE - ha I 8 0 relate a Gries of events, 
which to admiring nations appeared like mira- 


cles! Shall 1 bring back to view the times, which 


tried mens? ſouls? Shall I preſent you our neigh- 


bouring capital, crowded with hoſtile foes ; her 


temples plundered, her altars polluted, and the 
peaceful ceremonies of religion driven from this 


holy ſanQtuary ? Shall I lead you to the heights 


of Bunker, amid torrents of conflagration, the 


khunders of battle, and the groans of the dying? 


Shall I ſet before you our devoted country, trem- 
bling on the brink of annihilation ? On the Eaſt, 


a victorious army and an all powerful navy rav- 


aged our ſea coaſt. On the Weſt, the ſavage can- 
nibal forſook his native haunts, to ſpread devaſta- 
tion and carnage. Terror and deſpair aſſailed us 


in the South; famine and peſtilence broke in 
from the North—Inexorable Deity at length liſ- 
tened to the cries of expiring freedom. The 
God of liberty proclaimed aloud “ what men 
e can do, has been already done; I have found 


ce a patriot worthy to rule a nation of freemen.” 
A flood of glory burſt from heaven, and encir- 


cled WASHINGTON. At the boldneſs of his a- 


chievements the miniſters of Britain ſtood appal- 
led, their monarch trembled on his throne, and 
defpotiſm himſelf, blinded by the blaze of his 


fame, threw down his chains. 


We * 


| raectimion morn of liberty. was often ob- 
ſcured with clouds of misfortune. The object 


of our revolution was but half completed by the 

acquiſition of independence. Our bands of uni- 
ty relaxed with our dangers. Mutual jealouſy, 
party diſcord, and an alarming ſpirit of licen- 
tiouſneſs, thoſe inſeparable evils of an exceſs of 
liberty, threatened to undermine the fair fabric 
of our freedom. The old confederation was 
found inadequate to the ends of government, and 
to regulate the new intereſts of commerce and 
foreign intercourſe. Induſtry was paralized un- 
der an intolerable load of taxes, trade was ſhack- 
led with exorbitant duties; our finances diſor- 
dered, and public credit ruined, The people felt 
the evils, and ignorant of the cauſe, became out- 
rageous againſt their rulers. Anarchy reared 
her hydra head; the high prieſts of faction blew 
the trumpet af rebellion ; and the vultures of 
civil war (creamed for j joy at the proſpect of car- 
| page. - N 8 


1 bor > the weeping genius of liberty fled for re- 
fuge to the groves of Vernon. The father of 
his country, tranſported with parental love, flew 


to comfort, and fave his deſpairing children. 


His preſence, like order moving over the face of 
chaos, brought harmony out of confuſion, con- 
fidence from deſpair. A new conſtitution was 
formed from the collected wiſdom of American 


| fages. A conſtitution, which unites the advan- 


tages of all former governments, without their | 
evils; a government as perfect, as the mind of 


5 „ 


its chief author, and which, if maltitatned in its 
yr ſpirit, will be eternal as his glory. 


'xVRoOPE is doomed to perpetual diſterd and 


commotion. Diplomatic policy has ſpread its craf. 


ty net over all her cabinets, and bound them in 
eternal enmity. Impulſe given to one, cauſes 
them all to vibrate. Reaſon, policy and humani- 
ty, proteſted againſt our taking any part in the 


preſent unnatural war. A neutral poſition was 


the dictate of prudence and wiſdom. This envia- 
ble ſituation, by the firmneſs of our government, 
and the diſcretion of our chief magiſtrates, we have 
honorably maintained in defiance of foreign 
_ threats and domeſtic intrigue, in ſpight of —_ . 
| n and ln robbers. . 


THE preſent i is an alarming crifis. We 3 
triumphed over foreign enemies, but we have now, 
to contend with ourſelves. We have to mbat 
the powers of intrigue, that peſtilence, which walk- 
eth in darkneſs ; a. ſpirit of. diſorganization, be- 
gotten-by envy, and propagated by calumny,, hy- 


pocriſy and atheiſm; which has applied the moſt | 


captivating names to the worſ of crimes. A doc- 
trine, in which all ſubordination is denominated 
oppreſſion; all government and law, deſpotiſm 
and tyranny. A new political philoſophy, which 
. renders its diſciples all equal—equal in infamy, 

the due of ann nne of ration- 
al Rt 3 | 
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| pots any one doubt the pernicious effects of 


- this wonderful philoſophy ? Let him turn his eyes 


to Europe, and behold her in all her terrors. 


There, ſhe has raiſed herſelf a power, which like 
Aaron's ſerpent devours all others. There, by 


her influence deeds of horror have been commit 
ted, the bare relation of which would bliſter the 


tongue of ſavage cruelty; which would curdle the 
blood of cannibals ! Thanks to the hero, who has 


arreſted the monſter in the midft of her triumphs, 
and chained her down to military deſpotiſm. But 


the marks of her ravages, like thoſe of the deluge, 


wil remain to lateſt poſterity. 


">. 


| "NEARLY al thi evils, which awed the on i 


at the preſent day, have ariſen from miſtaken | 
ideas of the rights of man. Too feeble to defend 
_ himſelf againſt ſurrounding dangers, and to gain 


ſubliſtence alone, man enters the ſocial compact 


-.foFconvenienee and ſecurity. Fielding up his 
original independence, he voluntarily lays' him- 
 felf under the reſtraints of order, in return for 
Protection and ſafety. Thus the embryo of fo- 


ciety is begotten by government, and nouriſhed 
on the boſom of ſubordination and law. Thus 


the popular doctrine of equality in a civilized 


ſtate, founded on error, and propagated by igno- 
rance, is a ſoleciſm in politics. Civil liberty does 
not conſiſt in wandering at large over a bayren 
wilderneſs ; but in enjoying a cultivated garden, 
ſecure from the invaſion of all * It is not 
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own election? Are not our rulers bound by th 0 
moſt ſolemn obligations of duty and conſcience 


4 adit S546. 6 
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marked by the unbounded limits of paſſion and . 


will; but confined by the gentle reſtraints of do- 


ing whatever does not injure another. Hence, no 
ſociety can exiſt without government, no liberty 
without obedience to laws; and experience de- 


monſtrates that © even the worſt of n 
is preferable to none at all,” 


can any true lover of his country refle& on 
the preſent ſituation of the world, the unnatural 
war, which has ſpread havoc and deſtruction in 
every quarter of the globe, the millions, which 
have fallen victims to its fury, the nations which 
have been ſwept away in its progreſs, without 


- gratitude for the ſignal preſervation of America? 


What nation on earth enjoys ſo high a degree of 
freedom and happineſs? What government ſe- 
cures to its ſubjects their rights and liberties, like 


our own? Have we not a conſtitution of our 


own free choice; adminiſtered by men of 


for the faithful diſcharge of their truſts? Are 


they not under the higheſt reſponſibility ? Can 


they purſue any oppreſſive meaſure, which will 


not equally effe& themſelves ? Will they not all 
return at the expiration of their offices, and min- 
_ gle with the maſs of citizens ? Ought not our un- 


exampled national proſperity, enjoyed under our 
preſent adminiſtration, to inſpire public contft- 
dence ? Is it not the higheſt demonſtration of the 


1 
uprightneſs of our prefent political ſyſtem? Have 
we not for our chief magiſtrate, a ſtateſman, 
whoſe wiſdom and fidelity command the venera- 
tion of mankind ; whoſe patriotiſm is teſtified by 
2 life devoted to your ſervice ; whoſe firm ſoul, 
to ſecure popular applauſe, never feared to exe - 
cute the ſtern commands of juſtice ; but whoſe 
mercy repentant guilt never implored in vain ?— 
Reflect on theſe truths, ye foreign exiles, ye fugi- 
tive impoſtures, who criminate every public meaſ- 
ure from a pretence of republican jealouſy ; who 
view government and rulers through the diſtort- 
ing medium of your own prejudices ; reflect, and 
tremble for your preſumption. Contemptible 
miſcreants ! Suſpicion and calumny are the dead- 


5 ly weapons, which you wield with nerves of mal. 


ice. Do rulers faithfully diſcharge their truſt, 


they expect your abuſe. But the rays of your 
vengeance, darted upon them, ſerve only co bright 
but cannot conſume their merit. 


bens 


wurnx we contemplate the vaſt extent of our 
country, the local advantages for commerce and 
agriculture, our national enterprize, the rapid in- 
creaſe of population and opulence, and the 
mighty empire to which we may poſſibly arrive, 
the mind, expanded with the vaſt idea, ought to 
feel a generoſity of ſentiment, ſuperior to private 
prejudice, or party rancour, and to act worthy of 


freedom, if it is unworthy of preſervation. Oh 
Überty —heavenly fugitive ! dear to thy votaries - 
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:nfeparably interwoven with our con "ape 


When this falls, it will bury our country in its 
ruins, The eyes of mankind are upon us. We 


are deſtined to demonſtrate by experiment the 


grand political problem, whether pure 'Republi- 
caniſm is a bleſſing, made for man. Europe has 


rejected her; the eaſtern continent is unworthy of - 


her; America is her laſt, her only afylum. Should 
we caſt her off, ſhe would bid adieu to an ungrate- 
ful world, and return again to heaven. Our laws, 
our government, our religion, all demand our ut- 
moſt exertion. The voice of poſterity, the cries 


of unborn millions call upon us, to unite for the 


public good. Our country is . threatened not 


from foreign invaſion, but by domeſtic diſſention. 
By inflaming party diſcord we precipitate her 


downfall. In vain we ſupported an age of tolls ; 
in vain we fought, and bled in the defence of 
h 


only during the toils, the pangs, the agonies of 
thy birth. But when ſecured in peace, forſaken, 


perſecuted, deſtroyed. Fatal inconſiſtency ! Infa- 


tuated Americans! Once the glory and admira- 
tion of the world ; but ſoon to become the ſport 
of anarchy, a prey to civil diflention. Once the 
ſcourge and terror of deſpots, but ſoon to fall the 


victims of yourſelves.—Ye graſs-grown monu · 


ments of our revolution! Ye dear heights, who 
inherſe within your boſoms the precious duſt of 


- 


WARREN and his brave warriors, ſhall forever 
witneſs our diſgrace ! The indignant heroes, who 

fell in the cauſe of liberty, ſhall ſpring from their 
tombs, to brand their degenerated poſterity with 
curſes of infamy. From the high realms of bliſs 
the ſainted fpirit of our departed father frowns 
with anger on his deluded children. The echo of 
each foot-ſep. is the voice of his admonition ; he 
ſighs with every breeze, with auen dew- drop he 
theds 2 an immortal tear. 


BUT let x us not too 3 ſhade the picture of 
future evils, nor overcharge the gloomy proſpect 
of our dangers. Repentance of our political er- 
rors may delay them; reformation will prevent 
them. A cheerful ſupport of our preſent admin- 
iſtration will preſerve the tottering fabric of our 
liberty; national unanimity will render it unmor- 


tal. 


NF 
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- COLUMBIAN. fair! generous diſpoſers of our 
happineſs, and amiable protectors of our felicity. | 
| To you it belongs to rule the milder empire of 
virtue. Long continue, as at preſent, the watch- 
ful guardians of our morals; and by the perſua- 
Ave mildneſs of your converſation, and the ſove- 


| reign influence of your example, ſoothe party dif- 


cord to friendſhip and unity. Remember, no 
heart can reſiſt the voice of patriotiſm, when urg- 
ed | by the Wok of N and innocence. 
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18 
AMERICANS, the cloſe of the eighteenth ce- 
tury will be commemorative of the moſt diſtreſs. 
ful events. Our orphan ſtate had not unveiled 
her mournful face for the loſs of her patriot Suu- 
NER, before ſhe was ſummoned with all America 
to that agonizing event, which made “a nation 
fatherleſs, a world in tears.” Ah! how different 
is this from our former anniverſaries. The 
ſhouts,which always ſpoke a nation's joy, are now 
drowned by a nation's ſighs. Afflicted country- 
men ! check not your tears. To weep for Wasn- 
IN Gro is filial gratitude; to grieve is manly vir- 
tue. Wonderful man! heroic warrior, immortal 
legiſlator, r, father of America, parent of the patri- 
| ots of all nations, benefactor of mankind?! the 
priiſes of the whole congregated world would be 
too ſmall for thy virtues. Thy memory ſhall be 
. cCheriſhed by all ages, thy fame ſhall expand with 
. creation, thy veneration ſhall increaſe with time, 
8 thy glory ſhall be commenſurate with eterny 


| vx ſainted patriots, who bore the toils of free- 
dom; ye who gloriouſly fell in the field of battle, 
. and ye, who expired in the arms of a weeping 
| country, while ye celebrate this anniverſary with | 
new tranſports in the bliſsful courts of heaven for 
the preſence of your illuſtrious chief, oh bow 
your immortal heads, to accept the bleſſings of . 
dur grateful country. Aſſembled before the al- 
tar of our independence, we all ſwear to defend 
thoſe rg 4 by Your toils; to Oy. the 


i; 


19 


laſt precepts of our great political father; and to | 
unite with zeal in the cauſe of God and our coun» + 


IMAGINATION withdraws the curtain from 
futurity, and unfolds to our enrapturing 
view that joyful era, when the riſing ſun of glo- 
ry ſhall arrive to its meridian ſplendor in this 


_ -weſtern hemiſphere ; when the empire of Amer- 


ica ſhall be unbounded, as her happineſs ; when 
the deep rooted thrones of deſpotiſm ſhall crum- 
ble into ruin; when thy temple, O Liberty, ſhall 
be the whole concave of heaven; thy altar the 
hearts of all mankind ; when a new world ſhall 
emerge from the cans of the old, and a new - 
Fanden, to render it ha Dy» 
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